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The life of an analytical chemist is full of happy, sad and exciting moments, failures and achievements. In this talk some anecdotes from my academic life will be presented. Relevant reflections will also be included, such as the importance of knowledge, experience, analytical details and even importance of reading a text or report carefully. These will cover a time period starting with my days as a graduate student until today. I have selected the anecdotes which hopefully will be useful for the younger researchers in the field.  These may be summarized as follows:
· Platinum crucibles. Were they in HNO3 or aqua regia?

· What is the relation between cobalt (II) chloride hexahydrate and a jet engine?

· Are we rich or is it only a background signal?

· Aragonite and Calcite or does anybody read reports?
· What can an analytical chemistry PhD student do in a military chemical

analysis laboratory?
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